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January 11, 2016 

Dear Boulder City Council Mernbers, 

4800 N. Broadway, Boulder, CO 80304 

Phone: (720) 564-4610 

Fax: (303) 939-9569 

www.boulderhousing.org 

Hearing Assistance: 1-800-659-3656 

Boulder is experiencing an affordable housing crisis. As the city moves ever closer to build-out, 
housing units and land are becoming increasingly expensive. Supply constraints and high 
demand play a large role in this dynamic, but so do issues such as wage stagnation. Boulder's 
longstanding housing policies and practices, however innovative, are insufficient to acquire, 
preserve, develop and finance affordable housing in the face of both traditional market forces 
and larger social issues related to increasing inequality. Despite our best efforts, continuing 
"business as usual" is not addressing the need. 

Boulder Housing Partners urges the City Council to move aggressively now and seize the 
opportunities currently before tl1e community to support housing programs and projects and to 
adopt policies that will meaningfully expand the availability of affordable housing in Boulder for 
years to come. As your housing authority, we present to you a number of actions the City 
Council can begin taking in 2016 in suppmi of affordable housing. We ask you to consider 
prioritizing all or some of these items for action in the coming two years at your upcoming 2016-
2017 goal setting and work planning retreat. 

Without some action, market forces will soon overtake our good intentions and Boulder will 
permanently lose opportunities to increase and stabilize affordabk housing for current and future 
residents. But this does not have to be our future. Action from elected leadership in 
collaboration with City staff and community stakeholders can alter the current course, and tum 
the ideas described below into reality. 

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Boulder Housing Partners Board of Commissioners and 
staff. 

Karen Klerman 
Commissioner, Chair 

Rev. 2015/03 

Betsey Martens 
Executive Director 


















